"Is A true State of theCaſe of _ 7 


oN FitipandHenty Hills, 
The Parliaments Printers: © 


wing the lawfulneſs of their Intereſt inthe Sole Prin- 
ling of the Bible, aud ſetting forth the cauſeleſſ my of 
thoſe frequent Calumnies and Clamors , which have 
| been raiſed, and are Publiſhed in Print by William 


ilburne, and others his Confederates; againſt the ſaid 
Printers. 7 


* 


le Subſtance of the ſaid cauſeleſs Clamours, may be reduced 
to theſe four Heads:? gs: | 
1 That Bibles have been Erroneouſly Printed. by John Field 
= 4nd Henry Hills, LE. DU rea 623 
- 2 That their Intereſt in the ſole Printing of the Bible % 


. ö 

Tbat they inhance the priſes to the grievance of the people. Ws 

\Fbat they were protefed in the exerciſe and enjoyment thereof, mterly by 
pof ſome Perſons lately in Authority. | 1 
For Anſwer to the firſt, It is to be conſideted, that in all the Impreſſi- 
the Bible, even thaſe that were made long before the Bible - Copy be- 
the Propriery of the ſaid Field and Hills, there have been Errors com- 
d from time to time, and they will not deny, but that the Impreflions 
by them have been faulty as well as others, though in a leſs degree then 
ol them, as hath. already appeared by comparing theirs with-ſame of 
fortherly done, which have been Reputed moſt perfect. However, as 
h bee hel Trouble and Damage that -eſcapes ſhould fall out in their 
Mons, notwithſtanding all their care, and the great-charge they were 
{maintaining -Correftors 3 ſo for avoiding the like in time Dome 
| they 
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to ſuch Rules, and to entertain, with a | 


their Ri 
ſent Par 


ght, as is enjoyned in the ſeveral Acts, formerly made by this pre- 


ropriety by Purchaſt, viz. from the 
Heirs of Robert Barker, which Barker expended many Thouſand pounds 
in the Charges of the Tranſlation, and in lieu thereof had it conferred upon 
him by King'Fames, and about three years ago the Heits of Barker, upon 
the receit of Twelve. hundred pounds from the laid Field and Hills, did- de- 
rec up to them che Ociioal Copy of the ig Traſladon us iz is wile 
2 the Tranſlators n with their whole Right and Intereſt in the 
ame. Ewa | 

2 The ſ#id Fjeld g9d- Hills, having thus purchaſad the poſſeſſion of the 


ſaid Copy, the next thing to be minded was to ſee, whether it were duly 
Licenſed, and that they found had been done alſo according to the Acts 
of this preſent Parliament. 

3 The third thing enjoyned by the ſaid Acts for ſetling of mens Rights 
and Proprittics: in Copies is, that they be duly. Entered in the; 
Book of the Company of Stationers ; which in like manner was done, 
Miſter and Wetdens of .the\faid Company for Field and Hills, ſo thno- 
thing hath been wanting which the Law requires, toward the veſtingof 
them with a Riety'to the ſale Printing of the Bible-Copy, as Proprietors 
and Owners thereof, excluſive to all other perſons whatſoever, This was 
made clear in all-particulacs, upon a long hearing at Bacre before the Judges 
in the Upper Bzach, in Exffer Term. laſt, where che ſaid Kilburne (who 
now endeavours new diſturbance). was che Perſon that ae the {aid 
Trial, onthe behalf of lis Confederates; and ſaw the ſaid: Title of. Field and 
Hille, affiemed good bya Verdict of Law; and this, after. a through reading 
and examination of all the Laws in this Caſe made and provided, and aſtet 
a full hearing of all that could be alledged by the Confederates and their 
Counſel ; ſo that a more ſolemn Trial hath been ſeldome ſeen. 

3- To the Third Calumny about raiſing the Prices of Bibles, its anſwer- 
ed, that at the time when Field and Hills became Proprietors of the Bible- 
Copy, the Government which then was, thought fit to intetpole 1 * 
cular, that the People ſhould not be grieved, as they might be, if moderate. 
Rates were not fixed and ſetled upon Bibles 3 This Field — 
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willingly ſubmitted to, and the Rates were aceordingly eſtabliſhed, which as 
they durſt not exceed, ſo neither have they hitherto preſumed to do it, (as is 
publickly known) but if Prices greater than ordinary have been demanded by 
- any) it is the Fault of Book · ſellers, who when they have bought Bibles of the 
ſaid Printers at the uſual Rates, having once got them in their hands, and 
not being limited to any cetain Price, do afterwards (ell them at what extra- 
ordinary Rates they pleaſe. 

4. To the laſt, where they ſay that Field and Hills were protected in the 
ſole Printing of Bibles meerly by power of ſome lately in donkey, Its an. 
ſwered, that they never had any protection in this matter but what the Law 
' © afforded them, nor did they need it, the Law appearing. clear on their fide. 
And that the then Powers did on their behalf was onely to give them coun- 
tenance in the time when the Copy was upon its Settlement, and this they 

did, barely upon account of the Publick Good, that the manifold Errors and 
Inconveniences which had crept in, by a confuſed Liberty of Bible-printing, 
might for time to come be prevented, by encouraging a Legal Settlement 
in certain hands, who by ceaſon of their private Intereſt therein, and for theie 

own credits ſake, would neceſſarily be more concerned: to fee to the well- 
printing thereof, than any commonperſons whatſoever. 

To avoid tediouſneſs, let this onely be added; That ſceing Errors haye- 
been in all Impreſſions paſt; its humbly conceived the main thing conſider- 
able before the Parliament will be, how the like may be prevented in time to 

come; and if they in their great wiſdom ſhall think meet to preſcribe any 
Rules to Field and Hills in order thereunto, as it will be a great ſatis fa 
* ro them being r df the Bible Copy, Ind the Parliaments Servants, 

to be by them regulated in the way of their Printing, ſo its like (their own- 
Intereſt leading them ef that they will uſe all poſſible endeavour to un- 
ſwer the publick expectation by more perfect Impreſſions. And as to what 
concerns Kizburne and his Confederates, that they may be known, let it ſuf-- 
- fice to ſay, that their Deſign is onely to get a ſhare in the ſole Printing, and if: 
that could be obtained (as ir hath been often moved to the Friends of the 
Propietors) then the Quarrel would be at an end, and ir would (by his Con- 

ſent) be no Monopoly 3 and if this would have been yielded by Field and 
Hills the Proprietors, the Parliament had not now been troubled with thoſe 
- idle Clamors, which have had a Hearing by every Convention that hath been 
ſummoned ſince the interruption of this Parliament, and have been always 
diſmiſſed after Examination, with a full underſtanding of the Deſign of the 
Man and his Confederates, who have turned every Stone to no purpoſe con- 
- cerning this matter, and praRiſed upon every Power in being ſucceſively, | 
with delufive Calumniations and Pretences, Ee 


